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brand-new uniform, tells his father that he too is a small soldier
of the Duce, that he will have his rifle, and do all that the soldiers
do and win many medals. The father likes the voglio's (I will) of
the child, but says that first of all a true soldier of the Duce must
obey. The book finishes with a poem, A feast day:
Cantano i bimbi: dicono Vamore
Per te^ Italia! dicon la tua gloria,
E cantano di guerra e di vittoria.
('The children sing: they speak their love to you, Italy!   They
speak of your glory, and sing of war and victory/)
The 'Book for Class II' shows on the cover the * Wolf-cub'
with his rifle in the right hand and a book in the left. From the
first page, in which the children will read a quotation by Mussolini
on L'ltaliano nuovo, to the last where * the book is over, but the
new Italian does not stop; he goes on marching with his iron will,
ready to conquer every day', there is hardly a page from which
Fascism is absent. There are stories of the Abyssinian War,
quotations from the law * of the Empire', tales and pictures of
Balillas and soldiers, accounts of the great achievements of
Fascism, from the Battaglia del Grano to the draining of the
Pontine Marshes. The names of children are very often the
'sacred names' of the Mussolinis: Sandro, Vittorio, Romano,
Bruno, and Rosa. The two motifs which run all through the book
are those of war and the Duce. c For the Fascist there is always
war; because war is the guarantee of peace.' (p. 164.) *It is not
necessary to be old in order to pilot an aeroplane and to fight;
yes, to fight too; in East Africa one could see children under
eighteen fighting like heroes.' (p, 156). 'Rome marches again
towards her destiny. ... It was Mussolini's will, and his dream
is already materializing/ (p. 7.) The small deaf and dumb
Giuliano was first able to hear something when the Duce pro-
claimed the foundation of the Empire, and was able to answer
'yes' to the Duce's words; and then tried to say ' Du-ce Du-ce*.
(pp. 141-44-)
All the books for the five forms of the elementary schools were
written in the same spirit. And no school, public or private,
was allowed to use any book other than those issued by the State.
The principle of uniformity was broken orily by producing
special editions for rural schools, and in a few other cases; but
no exception was allowed to the State control of all elementary
school books. Suggestions were made for the publication of
State books for the post-elementary schools also (Scude di
Avwamemto); but they do not seem to have materialized. In the
secondary schools the freedom of publishing and adopting educa-